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Warren County Arts and Culture Center Board appoints new members

Reaffirms vision, mission and announces plans to employ capital campaign consultant


WARREN COUNTY - At its monthly meeting on Thursday, Jan. 20, the Warren County Arts and Culture Center (WCACC) Board of Directors announced the appointment of seven new members, reaffirmed the vision and mission for the future of the arts in Warren County and the surrounding area, and announced intent to employ a capital campaign consultant in 2011 to move forward toward the construction of a center on the grounds of the Otterbein Senior Lifestyle Community in Lebanon. 

The board announced that the following executive committee members will be continuing in their current roles: Dan Cunningham, chair; Larry Hollingshead, vice-chair; Wayne Dunn, secretary; Otto M. Budig Jr.; Kelly Cowan; Kimberley Coyner; Sen. Richard Finan; Donald L. Gilmore; Margaret Hess; Rep. Thomas A. Raga; and Stephen P. Wilson, ex officio.

New members elected to the WCACC Board of Directors and joining its executive committee include Spencer S. Cropper, newly elected treasurer, and Donna Tweel. Cropper was elected and installed as treasurer in October 2010.

In addition to Cropper and Tweel, other new members elected to the board include: Barbara Aberlin, Jim Aumann, George Leasure, Digi Schueler, Toby Merchant and Joan Shevchik. 
Cunningham said, "The Warren County Arts and Culture Center is delighted to have these new board members join our distinguished board to help ensure that we research, design, build and operate the best possible facility, to fulfill our vision and mission in the elliptical region of Warren County, Butler County and the surrounding Dayton and Cincinnati metropolitan and suburban communities.”

As part of the announcement, the WCACC Board reaffirmed its overarching vision and mission for the future:

Vision: to foster an environment that inspires, enriches and promotes visual and performing arts supporting the development of individuals and groups ranging from first-time participants to those aspiring to world class achievement in their area of specialization. 
Mission: to create an inclusive, collaborative, environment in Warren County and the surrounding area in which arts and culture can incubate, live and thrive. 

Finally, the WCACC board announced that the research team is near completion of its initial survey of the requirements of arts and cultural groups from throughout the area, and the preferences of a wide array of targeted constituents. As a result, the board has assigned an architectural firm for create preliminary artistic renderings of the facility, both inside and out, and announced plans to employ a capital campaign consultant. 

The board reiterated its objective to open the doors to a new arts and culture center on the campus of the Otterbein Senior Lifestyle Community in Lebanon within the three-year planning horizon. 

Jill C. Hreben, president and CEO of Otterbein, said: “We at Otterbein join Dan and the WCACC board in welcoming such an outstanding list of new members to an already impressive board. Furthermore, we are thrilled the board continues to make such great progress toward realizing the vision and mission we support, and eagerly look forward to the day the new center anchors a prominent aspect of a long-term multi-generational land development plan.” 

New Board Member Profiles (For those recently elected):

Spencer S. Cropper - Treasurer

Spencer Cropper is co-president of Stolle Properties, Inc., a subsidiary of the Ralph J. Stolle Company, and currently serves on the company’s board of directors. 

He is a certified public accountant, a member of the Ohio Society of Certified Public Accountants and a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. He currently serves on the Board of Directors of LCNB National Bank. He also serves on the Board of Directors and Board of Trustees for the Ralph J. Stolle Countryside YMCA, as well as chair of the Board of Trustees of the Warren County Foundation. Cropper also is a past treasurer for the Lebanon Rotary Club. He has served on advisory committees for the Lebanon City Schools, as well as the Bethesda Foundation. A 2001 graduate of Leadership Warren County, he brings to the board relevant experience in accounting and financial matters.

Barbara Aberlin

 

Barbara Aberlin has been a resident of Warren County for 15 years, following 20 years of residency in Cincinnati. She manages a farm near Lebanon, and is the owner of Pendragon Homes, LLC, a home-building business located in Mason. Previously, Aberlin and her late husband owned and operated an antique store in Lebanon, importing English furniture and 18th- and 19-century oil paintings - a retirement project which satisfied their interest in antique furniture and travel.  

Aberlin is the coordinator of the Interfaith Hospitality Network at LPC, and a member of the Mission Committee. She has served on the Warren County Foundation for the last five years, and has been a subscriber to the Cincinnati Symphony and Cincinnati Opera for more than 25 years. She is a member of Lebanon Presbyterian Church, where she has served as an elder. 
Aberlin has a daughter and two grandchildren, who also live in Warren County, and with whom she spends a great number of delightful hours. 

Jim Aumann

Jim Aumann, a life-long resident of Warren County, grew up in the city of Mason. He attended William Mason High School, Miami University, and the American Institute of Banking.

Aumann has spent 40-plus years of his professional life serving the people of Warren County. Starting out as a teller, and later branch manager, at the First-Mason Bank, which subsequently became Fifth Third Bank, he also has worked as a bank officer for Chase Manhattan Bank (of Ohio), and finished nearly 30 years of banking as the vice president of Community National Bank with offices in Franklin, Carlisle, and Springboro. Aumann left banking to become the assistant county treasurer in 1999, a position he held for six years before being elected to the office of county treasurer in 2004. 

Jim Aumann is a past or present member of Kiwanis, Mason Area Chamber of Commerce, Warren County Investment Advisory Board, Mason Fire Company Advisory Board, Ohio County Treasurers' Association, Community Improvement Corporation of Warren County, Warren County Banker's Association, Deerfield Township Trustee, United Way Team Leader, and other civic organizations. He also is a member and elder of Heritage Presbyterian Church in Mason. 

Jim and his wife, Janet, reside in Lebanon. Their two grown sons and families also live in the area. 

George Leasure

George Leisure and his wife, Mary Alice, founded Ghent Manufacturing, Inc. in 1976, and operated it to become a premier manufacturer and marketer of American-made visual communication products and specialty furniture. Leisure serves the company as chairman.

Leisure graduated from Miami University in 1954, Case-Western Reserve University in 1956, and served in the U.S. Army from 1956 through 1958. 

George Leisure is a past or present member of boards or committees in support of: the Lebanon Citizens National Bank, the Ralph J. Stolle Countryside YMCA, the University of Cincinnati/Warren County Advisory, the Business Advisory Council at Miami University, the Warren County Area Progress Council, the Lebanon Kiwanis Club, the Otterbein Lebanon Life Enrichment Center Committee, and now the Warren County Arts and Culture Center.

George and his wife of 54 years, Mary Alice, reside in Lebanon. The couple has two children and five grandchildren.

Digi Schueler

Digi Schueler has been in department store merchandising for 23 years, serving in a variety of management, buying and divisional coordinator positions. Schueler was moved by Lazarus Department Stores to the Cincinnati area in 1989 from Houston, Texas, after taking a position as buyer for Women’s Bridge, Better and Moderate Shoes.

In 1996, she turned her talents to the real estate business, became licensed to sell, and remains an integral partner, along with her husband Michael, in Henkle Schueler Realtors, Inc.; one of the oldest and most experienced commercial real estate firms in southwest Ohio.

Scheuler graduated from Iowa University in Ames Iowa, in 1973; with a bachelor's of science degree in textiles and clothing merchandising.

Digi Scheuler has been a prolific volunteer, serving on literally dozens of boards, committees, and civic programs in the local area over the last 20 years. Some of the organizations include: Junior League of Cincinnati, East End Service Providers, Greater Cincinnati Foundation/Grant Makers, Civic Confederation, Learning Community, Domestic Violence Coordination Council (and a variety of sub-committees), Southwest Ohio Children’s Coalition (SWOCC) and Children’s Defense Fund, Interfaith Hospitality Network through Knox Presbyterian Church, Fashion Group International, Playhouse in the Park, Warren County United Way Board Youth Opportunities United “Swingin and Cruisin” Committee 2003 and 2004, a series of “Dress for Success” programs, the 4C and many others.

Scheuler was named the “Enquirer Woman of the Year” in 2005, and continues devoting her time and energy to a wide variety of volunteering opportunities. Most notable recently include the Cincinnati Symphony, the YMCA, the “every Child” program, and the Playhouse.

She is married to Michael Schueler, owner of Henkle Schueler and Associates, Inc., Bunnell Hill Construction Co., and Henkle Schueler Realty, Inc. He also is managing partner of The Beach Waterpark. Her immediate family is made up of Mike’s three daughters and their spouses, and her two stepsons and their wives, a stepdaughter from a previous marriage, and 12 grandchildren. Digi loves to enjoy cooking, traveling, reading, event planning, entertaining, swimming and working out. 

Joan Shevchik

Joan O’Connor Shevchik is senior vice president for The Cincinnati Insurance Company, the main operating company of Cincinnati Financial Corporation. She leads corporate communications, including publications, media relations, web content and marketing collateral. Shevchik established and maintains the company’s art collection, which is focused on local art and artists and displayed to associates who work at its Fairfield headquarters. She currently serves on the Public Information Committee of the Ohio Insurance Institute and the Advisory Committee of the Cincinnati Scholarship Association. 

She and her husband, Richard, grew up in Dayton, making their home in Warren County after attending the University of Cincinnati, where she earned a master's of arts in English. She taught French and English and coached drama production in area schools and colleges for several years before joining Cincinnati Financial.

The Shevchiks live in Lebanon, where their sons Daniel and Michael attended public schools. Her community service experiences have included being an active member of the Lebanon Band Parents Association, a trustee of Insuring the Children, a board member of Friends of the School for Performing and Creative Arts, a member of business advisory committees for Miami Valley Industries and the Art Academy of Cincinnati, and company coordinator for Fine Arts Fund campaigns and Hoxworth blood drives. 

Donna Tweel

Donna Tweel is a partner with Dinsmore & Shohl LLP, in the firm's Intellectual Property Practice Group and Corporate M&A Practice Group. She concentrates her practice in the areas of trademark law, copyright law, intellectual property licensing, as well as corporate law (both for and not for profit), corporate compliance and governance and mergers and acquisitions. As a member of the firm's corporate and litigation practice groups, Tweel is able to provide a blend of corporate and litigation advice to the firm’s clients. 

She has served as a member of the firm's associate evaluation committee and the recruitment committee, and is listed in “Who's Who Legal” - The International Who's Who of Business Lawyers.

Tweel graduated cum laude from the University of Dayton School of Law, and received her bachelor's of arts degree from Marshall University. She has been involved in a wide array of professional and civic organizations including: the Dayton Bar Association, Volunteer Lawyers' Project, Strong Tower Christian Media, Wayne Local School District Board of Education, the Ohio Council of School Board Attorneys, and has served as an adjunct professor at the University of Dayton School of Law.

Toby Merchant

Toby D. Merchant is a senior associate at Squire, Sanders & Dempsey (US) LLP, and focuses his practice on business law and transactions, including mergers and acquisitions, securities offerings, debt financings, private equity investment and general corporate governance matters. Merchant is a graduate of Case Western Reserve University School of Law, where he earned his law degree, and Cornell University, where he earned a bachelor's of science degree in industrial and labor relations.

Merchant grew up in Lebanon and now resides in Cincinnati, where he lives with his wife, Jennifer, and daughters, Brenna and Pyper.
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Contact:  Dan Cunningham


Address: 580 N. State Route 741


	      Lebanon, Oh 45036 


Telephone: (513) 325-1291


E-mail: Liz.Ludwig@wcartsandculturecenter.org
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